
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

On behalf of the Larakia Nation 
Aboriginal Corporation, our board, our 
CEO, our staff and I would like to wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas with 
plenty of cheer as the holiday festivities 
commence. 

We do have much to celebrate at the 
Larrakia Nation with a successful Annual 
General Meeting that has seen returning 
Larrakia Nation board members, Mr. Bill 

Risk and myself successfully reappointed 
as board members, new Larrakia Nation 
members Mr. David Parfitt and Ms. Billawarra 
Lee join the LNAC Board as new Larrakia 
members and we were proud to also 
introduce new Independent member Mr. 
John Hender to the board. 

This means that existing Larrakia board 
members Deputy Chair Ms. Nicole Brown 
and Mr. Jerome Cubillo continue on 
the board without going through the 
nomination process in 2019 along with 
standing Independent members Ms. Anna 
Morgan, Mr. Robert Kendrick. The board also 
thanked and celebrated outgoing board 
member Ms. Pauline Baban. We will miss 
Pauline’s wisdom and experience around the 
board table, you have helped us for so long 
in so many ways Pauline, thank you. 

In aligning with our strategic plan and 
business plan, we identified that the 
board should receive further governance 
training. The board members Ms. Nicole 
Brown and Mr. Jerome Cubillo applied 
for and completed the five day Australian 
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Larrakia Nation staff celebrated Christmas with Chairman Richard Fejo at the Casuarina Sports Club on 6 December.

Institute of Company Director (AICD) course. 
I also successfully completed the three day 
course to improve our skills on the board 
and this reflects our commitment to you, our 
members. 

I would like to also thank and acknowledge 
Ms. Nicole Brown and the Larrakia Host 
Program staff for organising a successful 
“Nation Dance” event. Thank you to all who 
attended to place the Larrakia people on the 
map for this national dance that occurred 
on 1 December at 11.30am Darwin time. We 
look forward to increasing our participation 
in 2020. 

We wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and prosperous New Year. 

“Living Stronger, Living Longer.” 

Richard Fejo
Chairman - Larrakia Nation



Christmas Message from the CEO

This Christmas sees me having completed 
almost 3 years of my 5 year contract as 
CEO of the LNAC. It is an opportune time 
to look at what we have achieved, and 
consider what is still to be done.

As I look back at the state of the 
corporation in January 2017 I must admit 
I am really pleased with the efforts of the 
Board and staff since then.

Our Corporation has doubled in size and 
we can now say that it is sustainable 

Results of 2019 AGM

The 2019 Annual General Meeting was 
held on 27 November. It was attended by 
35 members, staff and guests.

Copies of the 2019 Annual Report were 
provided to all attendees. If any member 
who was not able to attend they are 
available from reception or on our social 
media pages.

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

into the medium term. We have a stable 
workforce of over 100 employees, many of 
whom are Larrakia. We have a number of 
longer term contracts to deliver community 
services throughout most of Larrakia 
Country.

2019 saw the signing of an MOU with 
Larrakia development Corporation to 
encourage collaboration on a range of 
projects, and we now have a full Board of 
Directors with a great mix of skills to enable 
progress to be made on securing the future 
of the LNAC in the long term.

That will be helped by contributions from 
the Larrakia Ichthys Foundation Trust, which 
is going to deliver over $500,000 in benefits 
to the Larrakia people every year.

This year will be the first year we have not 
closed down over the Christmas holiday 
season. So many people are now reliant on 
the LNAC for assistance in time of need that 
we will continue to provide our services right 
through the holiday period. 

On behalf of the members and Board I pass 
on my thanks and best wishes to those LNAC 
staff who are working through to ensure 
that those who are less fortunate also have a 
Christmas to celebrate.

Looking forward I see opportunities in 
preserving, protecting and promoting 
Larrakia Culture, in reclaiming lands 
traditionally owned by the Larrakia People, 
and forming strong profitable partnerships 
with other groups to provide for growth of 
the Larrakia People, and the other language 
groups across the Top End.

The icing on the cake would be seeing more 
Larrakia come through into positions of 
influence and authority within the LNAC, 
particularly in management roles.

To all our member and stakeholders, enjoy 
your Christmas, take the opportunity to 
celebrate with friends and family, stay safe, 
and take the best wishes of the Larrakia 
Nation into 2020. 

May we all see 2020 as an opportunity for 
Living Stronger, Living Longer.

Robert Cooper
CEO - Larrakia Nation
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At the meeting member Directors Richard 
Fejo, Bill Risk and Pauline Baban retired by 
rotation. Pauline decided that, after a long 
and distinguished career on the Board, it 
was time to retire. Chairman Richard Fejo 
presented Pauline with a small gift and 
flowers in recognition of her services to the 
Larrakia.

Richard Fejo and Bill Risk were re-elected to 
the Board, and joined as Member Directors 
by David Parfitt and Bilawara Lee. 
 
The Corporation now has a full Board, 
comprising:

Richard Fejo  Member Director, Chair
Nicole Brown  Member Director, Deputy 
Chair
Bill Risk  Member Director
Jerome Cubillo  Member Director
David Parfitt  Member Director
Bilawara Lee  Member Director
Anna Morgan  Independent Director
Rob Kendrick  Independent Director
John Hender Independent Director

Director Training
The Board have added to their qualifications 
this December with Member Directors 
Jerome Cubillo and Nicole Brown joining 
the Australian Institute of Directors and 
completing the 5 day Directorship Course in 
Darwin.

Chairman Richard Fejo also attended the 3 
day intensive training session on governance 
for indigenous organisations. 

The final piece of business at the AGM was 
to confirm Lowrys as the Auditor for the 
corporation for another year, for the same 
price as the previous two years.



Nation Dance 2019
A historic moment witnessed by over 200 people, on the 1st 
December 2019, First Nation’s people from around Australia 
danced together at the same time in unison to heal.

At a time when our country is facing many issues such as 
bushfires, droughts and global warming, countrymen gathered 
on the lands of the Larrakia people to connect their feet to 
Mother Earth in an attempt to use our sacred songlines to repair 
the damages done.

Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation Chairman Richard Fejo 
welcomed everyone to this event with First Nation’s people from 
right across the Top End dancing in harmony with one another.

A better backdrop couldn’t have been imagined with a storm 
seen far in the distance. 

Amazing Race
Being on the Amazing Race was an unreal experience. Jasmin 
and I loved having the opportunity to represent our mob and fly 
the flag across every country that we visited.

We went to some of the most beautiful countries where 
we got to engage with the locals and learn a little bit about 
their culture, traditions and sample some food. I wouldn’t 
recommend drinking fermented horse milk or eating eggs that 
have been left to sit for 4-5 weeks. 

I still remember the excitement of ripping open a clue to find 
out where we were travelling to next. After starting the Amazing 
Race with 10 other teams and having travelled to 7 different 
countries across 3 continents, nothing made me more proud 
then when I realised that the final leg of the Amazing Race was 
going to start on Larrakia country.

I remember being in complete shock as we ripped open the 
clue in Bangkok Thailand, and to find out we were now racing to 
Darwin. As we landed in Darwin Jasmin and I weren’t nervous at 
all. We were completely calm and ready for the challenges ahead 
of us. We felt calm because we were on Larrakia country, I knew 
my ancestors would look after me and help me while we raced 
on Larrakia Country. We left Darwin in 1st place, making our 
way to Katherine, Jawoyn country, where the finish line in the 
stunning Nitmiluk National Park awaited us. 

Even though we came 2nd in the end, Jasmin and I felt blessed 
that we had the adventure of a life time. We got to travel the 
world, represent our mob and challenge stereotypes on national 
television. We hope that we have inspired other Aboriginal and 
Larrakia people to want to put themselves out there, to not be 
shame and to have a go and to always celebrate and wear your 
culture with pride.

Thank you my fellow Larrakia Nation Directors who had no idea 
where I was, for allowing me to fall off the face of the planet. 
Your support has been very much appreciated.

Jerome Cubillo 
Board Member



 

CAAPS MEMBERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE  
We are offering you a chance to become involved with CAAPS and 
have a say in how we operate our services. CAAPS are currently 
looking for interested Aboriginal people who are positive role 
models in their community to become members of CAAPS 
Aboriginal Corporation. Anyone can apply! 

 

As a member of 
CAAPS you will: 

Be able to vote on 
important issues 
related to CAAPS 

Receive regular 
updates on what’s 

happening at 
CAAPS 

Be eligible for 
board nomination  

Receive a copy of 
CAAPS Annual 

Report 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION PLEASE 

VISIT 
WWW.CAAPS.ORG.AU 

OR CALL US ON 
89224800 

 
 

Dates and Times 
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