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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Welcome to the latest
edition of the Larrakia
Nation Aboriginal
Corporation Newsletter.
In unprecedented times, it
is now more than ever that
our motto “Living Stronger,
Living Longer” is adhered to. In order to get through this, we
need to work together and follow the advice of our Leaders,
the ones working tirelessly to ensure that our way of life is
protected.
Humanity is currently facing its biggest health crisis in recent
times. We were unprepared for this, we didn’t see it coming.
What COVID-19 has delivered is an opportunity for us, as a
nation to identify the gaps in our systems and services. This
is a great time to establish meaningful long-term partnerships
with stakeholders to ensure we contribute to an agreed and

informed strategy that will position us better for future crisis,
but more so commit to closing the gap between our peoples.
On behalf of the Board of the Larrakia Nation, I would like to
reassure the Larrakia people that in addition to continuing
to operate key services and remain outcome focused we are
seeking opportunities to help our indigenous families across
the Top End to ensure that the valuable contribution made
to the community by our staff continues and we overcome
hurdles together.
We will come out of this, I don’t know when but my hope for
the future is that we are kinder to each other, more aware of
a sustainable balance with Mother Earth and band together
as its original inhabitants to educate the wider community
to look after her for the future generations of Larrakia still to
come.
Richard Fejo
Chairman - Larrakia Nation

AGED CARE
The Aged Care team delivered Easter Packages to the ladies
with lots of chats and smiles (from a distance). The ladies
were so happy to receive the gifts and have a visit.
The ladies received a flowering plant (donated by Allora
Nursery), Easter Bunny made out of a face washer with a
small Easter Egg, activity packs and Easter craft (donated by
Bunnings). They had a great Easter staying safe, healthy
and happy.
Birat and Roshna from Aged Care went to visit our clients in their homes,
maintaining the social distance. Roshna asked clients about their well-being and provided clients with flyers about Covid-19
and explained it to them. Additionally, a beautiful elderly women called “Anna” contacted us to donate $100.00 to our Meals
on Wheels program (which was used for scones). She stated she is too old to volunteer herself but can see the delivery van
dropping meals to her neighbours each day and thinks that we are doing an amazing job. God bless her little cotton socks.
Birat also sang some songs to our clients who gave really good feedback. Our clients were happy they got to experience
something new. It is lovely to see Aged Care clients appreciating the work done by LNAC.
Thrifty Rental Cars here in Darwin also contacted us and donated a Mitsubishi Overlander to our Meals on Wheels program
for two months to assist in the increase of deliveries that we are seeing at the moment. Aged Care thank Thrifty Car Rental for
this awesome donation.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
A year ago I wrote in the newsletter my
pleasure at increasing employment to
69 staff. A year on, and in spite of Covid
19, we now employ over 100 staff,
with many of them being Larrakia. Even
more impressive is the commitment
our staff have shown to finding new
ways to provide high quality service to
their clients in such difficult times. All
stakeholders can feel incredibly proud
of the services being delivered by all
of our teams, as shown by the positive
feedback we have received.

BIOGRAPHY
Aunty Bilawara Lee

On another positive note we have
received funding to build a bigger,
better commercial kitchen on our
Coconut Grove site to help us look
after our elderly, and further funding
to investigate extending Aged Care
Services to those elderly Larrakia living
outside of the Darwin Palmerston
urban area, so they can continue Living
Stronger, Living Longer.

Robert Cooper
CEO - Larrakia Nation

•

Elder of the Larrakia Nation of Darwin Northern Territory, Australia,

•

Bilawara means the red tailed black cockatoo: an ancestral spirit Being
that brings about change.

•

Mother of 3 Grandmother of 9 – eldest of 15 with 9 brothers and 6
sisters – member of Cubillo family

•

Larrakia Academic in Residence at Charles Darwin University and is a
director on several Boards and Advisory Committees.

•

Acknowledged and respected as a healer and teacher of the ancient
wisdoms of Aboriginal Spirituality and Healing and she is the
Australian Aboriginal representative on the International Indigenous
Grandmothers Council, the Wisdom Keepers of the Worlds Ancient
Sacred Knowledge.

•

An internationally published author with two books Star Dreaming and
Healing from the Dilly Bag.

•

Travels nationally and international conducting workshops and
training session on “Doing It Right” – cultural protocols for working in
Aboriginal communities or with Aboriginal people and Cross-Cultural
communication.

•

Degree in Cultural Heritage Management- Uni of Canberra.

EYTAHNYIA SCOTT
Eytahnyia Scott from our Wellbeing Program was
appointed as one of the 2020 Northern Territory Youth
Week Ambassadors. Eytahnyia’s passion and commitment
to young people in the Territory is recognised through
the hard work she does for her community. Eytahnyia’s
passion has recently seen her being nominated for the NT
Young Achievers Awards along with sitting on the Youth
Round Table for 2020. Larrakia Nation are extremely
proud of Eytahnyia’s efforts and offer our congratulations
on the outstanding commitment she has to her work and
her community.

FAMILY & CULTURE CENTRE
OUTREACH
Young Mulligas and Cudjeries Program

• 100 Cultural Activity Packs

delivered to youth in the Palmerston
region

Palmerston April 2020 School Holiday
Program
The Family and Culture Centre created
a new Outreach Model in Partnership
with NT Government Territory Families
and Palmerston Service Providers to
deal with the Covid 19 virus:
•

YMCA Palmerston Drop in Centre

•

PaRBA Palmerston and Rural
Basketball Association

•

GAP Grassroots Action Palmerston

Larrakia Nation registered 48 youth for
the Outreach School Holiday Program
to receive dinners and Culture Activity
Packs.

• 10 Care Packs to Ladies that

regularly attend the Palmerston
Family & Culture Centre

• 5 Care Packs to the Men that

regularly attend the Palmerston
Family & Culture Centre

Continued outreach engagements with
Families & Youth regarding COVID 19 and
information on restrictions and keeping
safe.
Keeping families informed that we are
adding outreach models to our service
delivery during the COVID 19 crisis.

Larrakia Nation Palmerston Family &
Culture Centre & Larrakia Patrol Service
assisted with:

The centre delivered 28 other individual
engagements over the 2 week period not
including the dinner or care packs.

• 720 Dinners delivered to youth

Part of the commitment from COLES for
Indigenous peoples in Australia - Coles
donated 50 tonnes of essential items to
more than 2,200 community members.

CHALLENGES

GOOD STORIES

•

•

every night over the 2 weeks

Making engagements with families
that have very low to no supports
in place during the COVID 19
crisis.

•

Families do not have access to
electronic devices or up to date
knowledge/educational skills to
engage at a media level.

•

Youth would like to know when
things will get back to normal and
if we will still run our gatherings in
the future.

Families enjoyed the hot food
deliveries and received up to date
information regarding Program
Changes and COVID 19 from
service providers.

•

Some Youth that received the
Cultural Activities Care Packs from
Larrakia Nation bags are still using
the items well after the holiday
period.

•

The Outreach Model gave us
the opportunity to engage with

Coles teamed up with Aboriginal
corporations and local charities to
deliver and donate more than 80 pallets
(the equivalent of 50 tonnes) of food
and grocery essentials to Indigenous
communities across the Northern
Territory.
Coles and organisations such as the
Northern Land Council, St Vincent’s
De Paul, Larrakia Nation in Darwin and
the Central Land Council, Tangentyere
Council and Purple House in Alice Springs
delivered truckloads of care packages to
more than 2,200 community members
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis across
the Territory.

family units not just the youth that
regularly attend our programs.
•

Overall this Model of service
delivery gave us an insight and
confidence in how collaboration
between services can work
effectively to continue the
important work that we do with
the youth in Palmerston. During
the school holiday program our
partnerships have strengthened
and a community effort was what it
took to be highly successful for all.

Larrakia Staff

“We love to drive around and see where the youth are and
delivering the food packs”
“We would like to see more of this type of work, helping
the families”
Other Service Providers

“We are working together and it is working out awesome”
Youth & Families

“Thank you so much this is deadly, because we can’t get out
of the house and the shops don’t have stuff”
“We love the activity bags and the family did it all together”
“The kids knew how to do the activities because they did it
before at Larrakia Nation Program”

(08) 8948 3733 | www.larrakia. com | 76 Dick Ward Drive, Coconut Grove NT 0810
PO Box 1098, Nightcliff NT 0814

